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By SIDNEY EDWARDS: 
(London Exprese) 
LONDON -= When Visconti 
directed Burt Lancaster in The 


Leopard he described him like this: 


“The most perfectly mysterious man 
I’ve ever met.” 


There was more than an element 


of mystery involved in meeting Mr. 


Lancaster thls week. No ons actually 
put on a bilndiold but I had to meet 
at a rendezvous, a hotel, about 899 


yards away from the house in which 
~ ha ds staying, Then escorted through | 


back streets. 


He js anxious to preserve the 
enonymity’ of hie whereabouts 
Celthough ff you ere cut early In Hyde 
Park you might ineet him jogging in 
& blue track-sult), 


The setting is aristocratic: a black 
Rolls at the door, eld paintings on 
the walls of the beautiiully furolshed 
drawing room. Ons ashtray 1s erevd- 
ed with clgzrette ends, “I etayed vp 
au, trying to edjust to the 
time change from New York. I finally 
fot to eleep and I feel much better.” 

Tt was mid-morning and he had 
just pot up, He was wearlng his track 
sult end e blue, unshaven chin to 


_ match. A housekeeper brings tea and 
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onto the carpet. The frame Is large, 
the shoulders broad. The ¢yos are 
bright blue, which you don’t quite 
expect, 
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He will be €0 next year. I cay 


he looks pretty fit. “You roean for 
an old man?” he asks smilingiy. J 


" say, no, I didn’t mean that, 


‘J have to act my age, No more 
love sceneg in films, Pd Jook rather 
‘silly making love to a 19-ycar-old girl. 
It's character parts from now on.” 


Ve talzs crisply in the deep voice. 
He is rather cool and Serious, 


A character part has brought bin 
to London, He plays an speing CIA 
agent in Michsel Winrier’s film, 
Scorpio. Location shots were done {a 
Washington lest wesk but the scenes 
ostenslbly Inside the CTA Jeadquer 
ters will ba shot in en office "plock 
at Hemel Hempstead. 


ils co-star js Paul Scofield, who 
plays # Russian agent They last 
worked together oa the film. ‘The 
Train. Lancaster exys he 
Scofield very much, “I’m & movis 
star. He's mn great actor, 
difference.” 

Some of the scenes will be shot 


in Vienna. I notlea a falehure 
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at Salzburg from Vienna and to the 
Olympice.” 


‘Then he fixes you with the blue, 


eyes, the whole 6 ft. 2 in, frame Iooks 
a shade overbearing and he esks: 
‘Doe you have eny {nfluenca ja this 
town, Mr. Edwards?” I say no, then 


“ho says he wants 6 ticket to boar 


the Nilsson-Soltl performance of 
Elektra at Covent Garden, slso Jon 
Vickers in Otello. 

He says his one ambltion in lis 
had been to be en opara elnger. 
“Ever eince J sang in the church 
choir as a boy. Then the volca broke 
and ve epent the rest of my Ife 
searching for it.” , 

Wo talk for a whils about his carly 
days In New York, “I llved ea i0oth 
Street, a wide block—~Central Parks 


“waa five minutes sway to pley in, 


I spent most of my tha In the library 


“Lon llth Street. 


“iy father worked in tha post of 
fice, He made 4% Callere a Week, 0 


fortuna in thore days, ] wore handed , 


down clothes, It didn't matter, Those 
things are unimportant. 

“As a child J had a part ia an 
amateur production ¢alled “Vbrce 
Pile in the noe: "Threy yen cams 
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